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are often known or thought about with
Thurgood Marshall and the work done
for the Brown versus Board of Edu-
cation in 1954 in bringing about that
landmark decision. The NAACP Legal
Defense Fund, which does so much, is a
separate arm from the NAACP, but it
was founded by it, and their activities
in the courts have yielded great bene-
fits to Americans throughout the
years.

When it comes to hate crimes, the
NAACP has been on the front lines.
With voting rights, they’re on the front
lines. So those leaders, such as Dr.
Martin Luther King, Coretta Scott
King, Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers,
Myrlie Evers-Williams, Benjamin
Hooks from my hometown of Memphis,
Jesse Turner, Jr., from my hometown
of Memphis, who served as national
treasurer of the late Jesse Turner, Sr.,
and others have fought the good fight
for the NAACP, and they continue to
do so as the moral conscience of this
Congress in lobbying for legislation
that this Congress needs to pass.

They published a report card on the
work of this Congress, and it does hold
people up to account for the works that
they have done in these years. They
helped me in passing a policy for slav-
ery in Jim Crow. I appreciate their
work. I am proud, and I ask my col-
leagues to join with me in voting for
the resolution.

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR).

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I am a proud
lifelong member of the NAACP, and
today, I join my colleagues in cele-
brating this 100th anniversary. I am es-
pecially proud of my local moderate
county branch of the NAACP where our
chapter was created in 1932, and I be-
lieve this chapter ranks as one of the
largest per capita branches in the
United States, and has been active in
education and law for all of these many
years. I can tell you we are all better
off for it.

Our chapter’s proudest member is
Ben Jealous, now the youngest and, in
my opinion, the most dynamic presi-
dent of the NAACP. As we recognize
the great achievements of one of Amer-
ica’s best organizations, let us not for-
get that the struggle continues. We
still face discrimination in our commu-
nities, in our schools and in the work-
place. It is a struggle that requires
continuing education and legal action.

The NAACP offers us many examples
as we continue on our path towards
solving our racial troubles. Even the
founders of the NAACP offer an impor-
tant lesson on how such a diverse group
can accomplish so much. The men and
women—black and white, from dif-
ferent backgrounds and from different
careers and from different religions—
these people came together to create a
force for good.

I want to thank the NAACP for 100
years of hard work. God bless your
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president and his family as he leads us
into the next century of fighting for
human and civil rights. We congratu-
late you on this historic day.

I’'m a proud lifelong member of the NAACP,
and today | join my colleagues in celebrating
its 100th anniversary.

| am especially proud of my local Monterey
County Branch of the NAACP, where our
chapter was created in 1932. My chapter
ranks as one of the largest per capita
branches in the United States and has been
active in education and law—and we’re all bet-
ter for it.

The Fort Ord Army training base in Seaside,
Calif., was the first military base in the United
States to be integrated in 1947. It was one of
the largest bases in the United States to con-
duct training for Korea, Vietnam and many
other conflicts. Now that base is closed, it's
site is home to the newest campus of the Cali-
fornia State University system—due in part to
the fine work of the NAACP.

And our chapter's proudest member is Ben
Jealous, now the youngest—and in my opinion
the most dynamic—national president of the
NAACP.

As we recognize the great achievements of
one of America’s best organizations, let us not
forget that the struggle continues. We siill
have discrimination in our communities, in our
schools and in the workplace. It's a struggle
that requires continuing education and legal
action.

Luckily, we have the rich history of the
NAACP that offers us so many examples of
how to proceed. One of the best is the group
of individuals who founded the group. It shows
us how such a diverse group can accomplish
S0 much.

Along with a life of activism, W. E. B. Du
Bois was a noted professor and writer. Archi-
bald Grimké, the son of a slave owner and
slave, was a journalist and lawyer. Henry
Moskowitz was a Jewish physician. Mary
White Ovington and Oswald Garrison Villard
spent their lives writing. William English
Walling, born into a former slaveholding fam-
ily, once served as a factory inspector. And
Ida B. Wells was also a noted women’s rights
activist.

America is the country where dreams come
true. Certainly the world has seen such with
the election of Barack Obama. But the work
will never end until peace and justice are
available to everyone.

| want to thank the NAACP for 100 years of
hard work. You've made America a stronger
and better nation.

And your work continues. God bless your
president, Ben Jealous, as he leads us into
the next century of fighting for human and civil
rights. We congratulate you on this historic
day.

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would yield 4 minutes to the hon-
orable gentleman from the great State
of Virginia, Mr. BOBBY SCOTT, who is
also the Chair of the Crime Sub-
committee of the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I am delighted to recognize the NAACP
on its 100th anniversary. The NAACP
holds a very special meaning to me be-
cause I have been a long-time active
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member of the group. I have had the
honor of being Virginia’s first indi-
vidual Golden Heritage Life Member
and Virginia’s first Diamond Life Mem-
ber, the organization’s highest indi-
vidual membership level. In addition, I
have had the honor of serving as presi-
dent of the Newport News, Virginia
branch of the NAACP.

The NAACP is an organization that
has made a difference from the very be-
ginning. In 1909, 60 prominent Ameri-
cans, including Ida B. Wells-Barnett
and W.E.B. Du Bois, met on the occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Abraham Lincoln to discuss ra-
cial violence and social justice. Out of
that meeting, the NAACP was born
with the goal of securing rights, lib-
erties and protections for all Ameri-
cans as guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion.

Since its inception, the NAACP has
worked tirelessly to continuing look-
ing for ways to improve the democratic
process and by seeking the enactment
and the enforcement of Federal, State
and local laws that secure civil rights.
The NAACP furthers its mission by
making the public aware of adverse ef-
fects of racial discrimination and by
seeking its elimination. The NAACP
also seeks to educate the public about
their constitutional rights, and it goes
to court to enforce those rights when
necessary.

The NAACP has a long and impres-
sive history of activism. It has contrib-
uted greatly to shaping America as we
know it today. One of its first legisla-
tive initiatives was anti-lynching legis-
lation in the early 1990s. In the 1940s,
the NAACP was influential in Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s decision to issue an
executive order prohibiting discrimina-
tion in contracts with the Department
of Defense. The NAACP was very in-
strumental in President Truman’s deci-
sion to issue an executive order ending
all discrimination in the military. In
1946, the NAACP won the Morgan v.
Virginia case where the Supreme Court
banned States from having segregated
facilities on buses and trains that
crossed State borders. In 1948, the
NAACP pressured President Truman
into signing an executive order ban-
ning all discrimination in the Armed
Forces. In 1954, the NAACP won its
landmark case of Brown v. Board of
Education, declaring separate but
equal unconstitutional.

The NAACP is what the late Bishop
Stephen Gill Spotswood, the former na-
tional board chairman, has called ‘‘the
oldest, largest, most effective, most
consulted, most militant, most feared,
and most loved of all civil rights orga-
nizations in the world.” Bishop
Spotswood’s statement remains true
today.

Even in the 21st century, the NAACP
continues to be a strong advocate for
fairness and equality. Recently, the
NAACP was deeply involved in pro-
testing the Jena 6 controversy where
the efforts of the NAACP and others
provided justice for the students in



